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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and tilt at all I meet : 

TI only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, anddirecters.—Porr. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 


From the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 
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THE BLACK DWARF PROPOSETH TO OPEN A ROYAL 
LUNATIC ASYLUM, AND SOLICITETH “ CUSTOM FOR 
THE SHOP.” 


{have some thoughts, my respected friend, of abandoning my 
trade of teacher ; not that I ought to complain of inattention to 
my lectures ; or to reproach myself, with having thrown away 
my time. My scholars, thanks to Providence, have been ex- 
tremely numerous; and though many of them have left school, 
yet there remain thousands to instruct, who are anxious for in- 
struction. I have also numbered among my pupils, many of 
great rauk, and of high influence. I have had, at different 
times, the whole cabinet, for listeners at my feet; and, if they 
have not, asa body, profited much in the acquisition of true 
wisdom, which. consists only in stern integrity; still some amohg 
them have had the grace to blush, if not at their vices, at least 
for the detection of them, aud for their public exposure. And, 
although their deplorable necessities have made them contend 
that these vices are necessary to their existence, they have not 
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now the audacity, as heretofore, to contend that these vices are 
absolute virtues. I compelled Lord Castlereagh to confess that 
the government could not exist without corruption :—and by 
dint of much labour, I have also induced Mr. Canning to admit 
the same fact. Fhe class of farmers, too, have made great im. 
provement; and though they do not sufficiently understand 
where and how their money goes, still by uuwearied exertion 
they have been taught that it does go, and that too much fastey 
than they like :—and I doubt whether any corps of Yeomanry 
would mount their horses to cut down the Reformers, at the 
present moment, even if the Ghost of Castlereagh, or the 
renowned Shaver of the Whiskers, were to give the word of 
command. So that upon the whole, I have great reason to be 
satisfied with what I have done; but there is a race of unhappy 
beings, for whom I am deeply interested, scattered about ata 
distance from the scene of my labours, and playing such pranks 
as will ensure their destruction, if I do not take them into 
better keeping. 

I mean the members of a droli club, called the “ Holy 
Alliance!” To give one of many proofs, that its members are 
all mad, it is stipulated that none but Kings, or Emperors, are 
eligible to belong to it; and every body knows that such peo 
ple are totally incapable of managing their own affairs, without 
councellors and assistants who are wiser than themselves. Bu! 
this is not all the drollery of the notion. It would be a symp- 
tom of insanity, alarming enough in all conscience, if they had 
clubbed their little wits together, to take their own affairs into 
their own hands; but this would not content them. They 
must pretend to manage the political affairs of the whole world. 
Yes, my friend! ridiculous as it is, these fellows want to dry: 
nurse Europe, and put the worldin leading strings and a royal 
go-cert: , 

Do not curse them for fools! Have pity on them, my friend : 
Recoflect they are all roval and imperial—and do not judge of 
them by the standard of humanity, Alas! they are onl 
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kings! It will be a long time before they can pretend to be 
men! ‘fhe truth is, they are mad / As mad as the Astronomer, 
in Rasselas, who thought that heaven had bestowed upon kim 
the guidance of the weather; and the management of the ele- 
ments! ‘The astronomer, however, was wise enough to take 
the dispensation of the heavens as the resalt of his own orders ; 
while these royal and imperial madmen are swearing that pro- 
vidence knows no? what it is about, and that they mast inter- 
fere, to put matters in a proper course ! 

Their infatuation disturbs me. F should like to cure them 
if] could; and would glad'y try the soothing system upon 
them: but it would be of no avail. I am, therefore inclined to 
opena “royal lunatic asylum,” iu some convenient place, 
where sound discipline aiding the effects of temperate living, 
may alleviate the more outrageous symptons; and in time 
render them fit to be trusted abroad, without danger to them. 
selves or others. 

The most difficult part of the case is, that they have been 
nursed into an opinion that they are the representatives of the 
Deity; and that they lave full right and power to do whatever 
they please with his creatures. This is an obstinate prejudice, 
and of such long standing, that, until some of the stoutest of 
God's creatures shall convince them that they have no more 
power than other people, it is hopeless to expect to eradicate it. 
The greatest of these madmen, who is called Alexander, and 
who ought to be a quiet housekeeper at St. Petersburgh, 
sa\s God has given him 800,000 soldiers; on purpose that he 
may send them to kill, or to be killed, for the benefit of the 
world, in any quarter of it which he may prefer. At 
present, it is his pleasure they should be made use of to compel 
another member of the club, Louis of France, to put the 
men that the God of St. Louis has given him in motion to make 
a church-yard and a slaughter-house of Spain| And for what ? 
Why, because the Spaniards having the misfortune to have @ 
similar madman of their own, have found it necessary to put him 
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into safe keeping! This has enraged all the royal madiner 
to absolute fury! No she lion could be more maddened at the 
sight of her young ones caught in a trap, than the members of 
the holy alliance are to see that there is one nation in Europe 
which will not endure a madman as its dictator. This is called 
an outrage against the rights of royal dunatics that must not be 
endured! The Spaniards say they had only a choice of two 
measures, the one beime to consider their King a rogue, and 
punish him as a criminal; the other, charitably to suppose ke 
did not know what he was about—that he was a lunatic, and not 
responsible for his actions--and, therefore, to put on him the 
strait-waistcvat of wholesome law, and confine him in a safe 
plase, upon temperate diet. They took the latte: step; for which 
he oughit to be very grateful ; forif they treated him like a mad 
dog, heaven knows they might have furnished ample proof that 
they had reason, ‘cool reason,” on their side. The royal luna. 
tic did not like his caging 


2 
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; but this was natural. Lunatics are 
not consulted on such matters. ‘There would be but few mad- 
men in any Bedlam, if the Bedlamites were consulted as to 
whether they would remain there. And if they were strong 
enough to master their keepers, they would sovm force theit 
way out. ‘This step was tried by the Spanish madman. He 
persuaded a number of fellows as mad as himself, that it was 
a great shame he should be shut up; and set them to work to 
gethim out. The plot, however, failed. His keepers were 
too cautious and too numerous for him; and he remained secure, 
to the great joy of all rational beings, but to the great mortifi- 
cation of all the madmen of every realm, and to royal madmen 
in particular. ‘ Heyday!” they exclaimed, in full chorus, 
‘ things have come to a fine pass indeed, if great folks are to 
“be treated thus, only because they are mad! when it 1s 
‘known that they have been always mad, since the invention 
‘* of despotism, and_that it is their undeubted privilege to cot- 
‘tinue wad; and the undoubted duty of the whole world to 


“bear all the consequences of their madness! Cage us, !* 
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«deed! Put us up in prisons!—and set guards over us, aud 
“prevent us from doing mischief! Why, was the like ever 
« thought of with respect to our forefathers? Were they caged 
“yp like ill-natured apes, and governed with a long pole r— 
“Horrible audacity! Villainous presumption of the world! 
“Total subversion of all order! Base delusion of the people! 
“Restoration of Chaos! The world is at an end, if royal 
« madmen are to be treated thus! Ungrateful world that it is, 
“to forget that it has ever bee managed by madmen, and to 
“disown them, notwithstanding all the dencfits we have con- 
“ferred upon it! But we will be revenged. Ferdinand suffers 
“in our cause, and we will release him. He shall be set free 
“toluxuriate again in his uaduess. Lie shall be emancipated 
“from the palace which has beea converted into a Bediam for 
“his prison, Call out our foods in red coats, in white coats, 
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, fools? march! and avenge the cause of your 
“cousin-germans, the madmen! Go, and annihilate every 
“man that dares to think, Cut down every woman who has 
“ushered into the world a reasonable being. Destroy every 
“chid, whether male or female, which has a singie spark of 
“intelligence beaming in its eye. Eradicate every trace f 
“the existence of reason! Biot out the name of freedom, as 
‘high treason against the omnipotence of royal fury ! Deluge 
“the world in blood to wash out the stains of its impiety! Go 
“forth, ‘cry hayoc, and let slip the dogs of war!’ Spare 
“neither age nor sex; but shed blood enough tu the glory of 
"the God of Peace, and to shew the world our paternal soli- 
" Citude for its welfare and happiness !”” 

Such are tie strains echoed by the four mad-caps of the 
Holy Allianee ; and who shall say the sane part of the world 
should not tie their hands, and cool their fury by hatd labour 
at beating hemp, and such food as must content the fools they 
fall their subjects. 


I shall therefore izsue a proclamation, in the name our sove- 
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reign lady, Common Sense, to arrest these four madmen,— 
Alexander of Russia, Frederick of Prussia, Francis of Austria, 
and Louis of France, against whom a Commission of Lunacy 
has been issued from the High Court of Reason! and LI shal 
desire that it may be perfectly understood, that no one in fu. 
ture shall pay any regard to their commands, or deference to 
their authority, under penalty of being set down in all archives, 
a recorded fool. Those who shail secure all, or any of these 
royal lunatics, and keep them in close custody, until formal 
scutence can be pronounced against them, shall be con.idered 
as PUBLIC BENEFACTORS, and entitled to tlie highest re- 
ward: while those, on the contrary, who shall aid or abet 
them in their abominable practices against the lives, liberties, 
and properties of others, either directly or indirectly, shallbe | 
adjudged traitors to the interests of the human race, and sea 
tenced to participate in the punishment of the things whom 
they serve. 

If I can succeed in getting the reyal lunatics into muy c..re, | 
will answer for theircure. My first course of discipline would 
be to endeavour to make them comprehend, that instead ot 
being of a superior species, they are amongst tle very lowest of 
the class to which they belong. This I would effect in ths 
mode, They should walk barefooted, until they were enabl 
to make their own shoes, and naked until they manufactured 
their own clothes. The latter would be no great hardship, iD 
reality, for Ferdinand of Spain would soon supply them with 
petticoats ; and mob caps, perchance, if his ingenuity slow’ 
reach so far. ‘This system might ultimately teach them that 
greatness isa thing made up between the cobbler, the t:!o” 
the feather merchant, the dealer in gold lace, and the matt 
facturer of highly polished blacking; and that it is somethin 





too much to callupon a cobbler to worship a pair of bootsof 
his own mending; or upon a tailor to bow in adoration be 
fore the work of his own shears. When they fully comprehend 
ed this, I would initiate them into the nature of labour. The! 
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should have the fuld a/‘lowance of the ordinary labourer; as 
fixed by the Hampshire Magistrates last year; which will be 
‘two shillings and sixpence per week, as their families will be 
otherwise provided for. If this sum is enough to requite the 
labour of aman who produces food for others, surely it is euough 
for the maintenance of those who have hitherto done nothing but 
consume and destroy the fruits of the earth. I will however, 
consult Sir Thomas Baring onthis point, as he ts better acquaint- 
ed with the capacity of the labourer’s stomach than | can pre- 
tend to be, never having guaged it to such a nicety; for as | 
propose to make good labourers of these mad kings, I would 
not have them stinted in their food, evea if it: slrould cost five 
Shillings per week, They shall be treated handsomely; for 
mad as they are, and mischievous they would be, E will uot 
have them used hardly. 

While Europe will be grateful that these disturbers of the 
public peace are kept from the power ef doing mischicf, dur- 
iug their madness, America ought to find them a maittenance 
in prison when they recover their senses: for if they were now 
sane, they would perceive that they are only idly throwing sticks 
against the branclies of the tree of revoluiionary Liberty;  in- 
stead of taking the axe and laying it at the ponderous roots, 
If they were not mad, they would see that all the shocking mis- 
chief of which they complain springs from the Aincrican revolu- 
tion, and the example whiclr the British colonies set*to the wen- 
dering wurld. ‘The American revolution was the parent of the 
French revolution, and the great progenitor ef all the conse- 
quent revolutions; and it is in America the tree of Liberty 
miust be cut down and thrown into the fire, betore European 
despotism could calculate upon an unmolested existence, even it 
every other revolution were counteracted by their power. 
While America remains to furnish a living aad prosperous in- 
stance of a people snatching its rights from the hand of des- 
potism, establishing their government upon the broad basis of 
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their own consent, and taking their stand in the midst of the 
nations, by the prowess of their arms, and the influence of their 
wisdom. The monarchical principle must totter in every 
state: —Kvery despotic throne must tremble to its base; and 
every tyranny nod to its fall, as the burning and _ shining light 
of the temple of liberty spreads through the atmosphere, and 
disperses the darkness and ignorance upon which the powers 
of Europe have erected their barbarous and ridiculous grau- 
deur. Had it not been for the existence of the republic of the 
United States, if the Spanish colonies had separated from the 
mother country, it would have been to form 2 nest of monarchies, 
m0 which would have been engendered a race of despotic mon 
sters similar to the plagues of continental Europe; but the 
light had gene forth, the sun of reason was climbing its mere- 
dian, and there was no obscure corner left in which the noxious 
vermin could be prepagated, and nursed into mischievous 
activity. 

Agaust America, then, should the swora of reasonable 
:yrants be pointed. It is from her shores the voice of freedom 
speaks loudly and impressively to the human race? There is 
the bulwark of liberty, there the citadel of freemen. If America 
cannot be reduced to slavery, all other cenquests over men who 
would be free, only prepare the way for further contests. The 
blessings of liberty must be utterly destroyed, before the world 
will cease to desire them: and while America is free, Europe 
will not rest in its disgrecefu! thraldom. 

When Ihave cured these madmen, therefore, I shall send 
them to America, that they may be in no danger of a relapse ; 
and, as [ shall not deemthem sane, until they are «ble to 
maintain themselves by their own proper lebour, they will not 
cost the frugal republicans much for an asylum. If I skould 
find my discipline succeed, | may enlarge my scheme, anc re- 
ceive the Monarclis of Asia into my asylum ; but as they are 


more consistent than the Kings of Europe, and not quite se 
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impudent, * their careisnot so urgent. In the interim I com- 
mit them to thy care; and request thou will commend ime to 
the Emperor of Japan, who is quite as gocd an Emperor as 
any I have met with. 
Thy Friend and Well Wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARE. 

P. S. If thou wiitleave Japan, thou shalt) be the Chaplain 
to my royal lunatic asylum ; as the mad fellows pretend to ve 
very religious, and would not forthe world) commit a murder 
without first begging a blessing upon i!. 
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LET@ERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
G—o— 
The Black Dwarf to Sir T. Baring, MP. 


ON SOME PARTS OF HIs SPEECH AT THE HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY Mi&ETING. 

















SIR, 

Having taken the liberty of censuring your conduct 
on an occasion, in which f think censure was deserved, it would 
be harsh injustice to withhold from you any des erved com- 
mendation. Lam one of those who are “ proud to praise,’ 
though not afraid to blame ; and you have therefore my sincere 
thanks for a great portion of your address at the Hampshire 
County Meeting; as well as for your promptitude in assisting 
to convene the meeting, which the Sheriff had refused to call. 
Your reprobation of the conduct of the Sheriff also dil you 
ureat credit. It is monstrous that aa ofhcer, originally elected 
by the people, to guard their civil rights and local privileges, 
shouid be thus metamorphosed into either a cunning, or a fool. 
ish parasite of the ministry, and should dare to refuse to the 
people a right as legally their own, as his title to his individual 
property. It is not one of the least proots of the degeneracy of 
the country, that the Crown should have been ever suffered to 
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* Of the impudence of Alexander of Russia T will give thee a 
precious instance. He walked over his f: ater rs murdered corpse to the 
Throne he occ upics—the murder was com..tted 1n his own Palace 
by men who were well-known and never questione od for the murder 
—and vet, Alexander talksof the vrotence offered to the King of 
Spain > 
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interfere in the nomination of sheriffs ;—for while the Crow» 
appuints its own tools to offices which should be filled by the 
servants of the people, all the rights which in their exercise 
requiire the sanction of such official personages, have become 
lost to the people, or can only be exercised to great disadeyn- 
tage. 

You were correct in stating that no language can he es: 
encugh to characterise the conduct of a man who butr V8 hy 
trust to wrong those who have contided power to his hands : -- 
and in coming forw.rd to assist in promoting the meeting in 
defiance of the brief f authority of this “ ofheial puppet,”” yeu 
have done an essential service ‘to your country, by cots ibutias 
to set a good example to other umes. 

I am also happy to perceive that you begin to have a ein 
appreciation of the character of man, than when you lent yor 
name to the infamous resolutions of the Magistrates, a Win. 
chester, August 31, 1822, relative to the price of labour, ani 
the treatment of the poor of that neighbourhood, T have neve: 
thought of those reso utions without horror; never read bie: i 
without disgust. They are to me the most abominable instanc: 
of wanton insult and gross oppression, which ihe poor laws 
have been the moans of “placing upon record. It is new barely 
eight months since they were passed ; and notwithstanaing I 
hear much of your private charity tow adn towards those wl 
havesthe good fortune to ingratiate themselves in you favor, b 
a real or pretended deference to certain religious tenets; ye! 
this personal chazity does not by aay means atone for a syste 
matic oppression of the veneral poor ; and this alone can “ 
the inference from the resolutions [ allude to; which expressly 
condemn a human being in this country te labour seven days 
for two shillings and three pence, ¢ “Tess than four eS for 
twenty-four hours, fo find house, and clothes, and food, and 
fire!” From your speech, however, | would fain conclude you 
have repented of this sin against iexiiantins ; for [ find you are 
defending the requisitiin, containing ‘the signatures of 50! 
owners and occupiers of land; of which you say, ‘if it did 
‘Snot contain the names of many opulent, o- large landed 
“ proprieto:s, it yet contained those of a class, essential and 
“s respectable.” This is the language which ought to be applied 
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to every class of Englishmen, and not merely t to thie class at 


owners and occupiers of land. You must have thought so 

when you used the following language :—** When they boas! ed 
‘of liberty, ‘et them take care aud nat surrender the privl- 
“leges which that iiberty had secured ; let them venient the 
“blood which that liberty had cost, and the years of struggle 
‘that had passed in the effort to secure it, They r owed it 
‘thew ancestors to perpetuate such enjoyments ; amd above 
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all, not to leave to their posterity the task of again struggling 
“to re-establish them. Of what was it a nation ought to be 
“ proud ?— 
“ What constitutes a State? 
Not high raised battlements, or laboured mound, 
Thick wall, or moated gate. 
Not cities proud, with spires and turrets crown’d ; 
Not bays or bread armed porte, 
W here 1: wighing at the storm rich navies ride. 
Not starred and spangled courts, 
Where low-born baseness watts perfume to pride ! 


No, M®#N,—high-minded men ! 
Men who their duties know, 
And knowing dare maintain them.” 

This is talking to the purpose, Sir Thomas :~—and what a 
pity it is #hat men will not mean what they say, at all times. In 
your quotation from Sir William Jones, you perceive that the 
very basis of modern respectability is declared not to be even 
of the comporent parts of a state. Property is utterly disre- 
garded by that truly great man; and the pageantry of a Court 
is but hisricicule! He wantsMEN, Sir Thomas! Not house- 
holders, alone, nor freeholders, nor leaseholders, nor copy 
holders, nor burgesses, nor modein freemen, nor jiverymen—- 
but men, HIGHMINDED MEN, no matter in what rank of soci- 
ety they are found. Menare the basis of a state. Highmind- 
ed men are its security and its defence. But you cannot 
Sir Thomas, have highminded men, at two shillings and three 
pence a week. Letus hear then from you, no more of those 
quibbles about the expediency of conferring, or withholding 
rights. . Remember that British Liberty was the work of the 
people as a whole, and not of any class amongst them ; aud if 
you will look steadily at the causes of modern degeneracy, you 
will find that public liberty bas been impaired, because it had 
been taken out of the ci stody of the people; and the few ito 
whose hands the forms of ifs security were thrown, were ethei 
bribed to betray, or commenne to abandon their trust. 

Your declarations that “ you had no squeamishness on the 
** subject of reform’’—* that in your conscience you believed 
“ the corrupt state of the represe ntation of the people was the 
“fountain from which ail their grievances had issued :’ 
“that your idea of reform went the ENTIRE ER. ADICA. 
“ TION of CORR UPTION fron the Commons House of Par- 
“liament ;’—-and your reiteration that ‘‘ no plan of reform 

‘suited your view, save that which went to a fotal eradication 

* of the corruption of the House of Commons :’—these matters, 

Sis Thomas authorise us plain men. who take words lu thei: 
Common Import, ty set vou down as a thorough RADIC AL 
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REFORMER, in profession ;—and we trust that your conduct 
will justify our condition e, and confirm our hopes. You tel! 
us besides that the alarming emount of the national debt ts 
owing to the corruption of that house, with the suspension of 
cash payments, and ather e viis too pumereus to mention. The 
Radical Reformers have said this many years; but since you 
are convinced of it at last, pray acl upon your ‘el (ion, asa 
conscientious man, and a religious man ;and proclaim that the 
debts incurred by a corrupt parliament, ere only so far binding 
upon a deluded nation, as tis benevolence niay thik prop 
to adopt them, to prevent the total ruin of those wlio have been 


iccumaead parties to the fraud. 


© t ° , 
Your welt Wssier, 
THi BLACK DWARF. 
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TO CORRESPON DENTS 
i 
The imp ortant def ence of Mi ; - O'Meara pres ents us froin the :10~ 
Lice of a favours in the eee number. 

SinGuLar Case or Mcunper.—Our York correspondent will by 
this time “nea learnt that the Coroner has received and recorded a 
verdict of murder against Mead for shooting Mr. Law. If the 
Oldham Inquest had been parodied in Yorkshire, nothing should 
have prevented us from biazoning the turpitude. But as the law 
has taken its proper course, and the culprit has been pet upon his 
trial, it would be premature to enlarge upon the curious information 
transmitted to us. Some of our readers may not understand the 
case. It is this. A Mr. Law prosecuted to conviction Mead for 
perjury, in having deposed to several smuggling transactions against 
Mr. Law, of which he wasentirely innocent, Otherswere i Imiplic anad 
in the same charve of perjury ; and it ma y be remembered, the tthe 
Solicitor General prevented the trial of the crown witnesses (afte? 
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the conviction of Mead) by refusi ig to paya taic. to complete ti 
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Lilt 
jury, or to suffer one to be prayed | by the prosecutors. {tis inferred 
from this, that the wretches thought themselves under government 
protection; there are odd stories about the indulgence as to bail 
which Mead experienced : and from some delay in the proceedings 
on the Inquest, it was stated that the Coroner wanted a verdict for 
manslar ughte ry Which the ju Wy steadily retused to give. Indeed 
Was imposible they should; for Mr. Law was shot from aw indow 
in Mead’s house (atter threats that he should be destroved 
passed between two and three o'clock inthe morning. The neh) 
of the ne ighb muurhevoed of Sc arborough and Whitby wus conside rable 
but whatever partiality the law olicers may have fortheir spies and 
informers, we should hope i it is still beyond the power of any slinistry 
to prevent a due course of law from re: iching a midy wht : aSSASSIN. 
when his crime shall be legally proved. We shall watch the proceed- 
ings of the case. 

Mr. Bowring’s interesting statement of his arrest, will be noticed 


as he 


ii our next: and the CuULTrlious pamphict relative tothe new London 
bridge being very likely to bring new taxes on the city, 
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NAPOLEON AND BARRY O'MEARA. 


The base and vindictive treatment to which the English Mi- 
nistry subjected the “ victim of St. Helena!” being so com- 
pletely exposed to the indignation of the world, by the publi- 
cations of Mr. O'Meara; and it being evident that those pub- 
lications, if uncontradicted, would give the tone to the feelings 
of the present age, and of all posterity; a most malignant at- 
tempt has been made by the miniouvs of the ministry who cou- 
duct the Quarterly Review, to discredit the veracity of Mr- 
O'Meara, by the production of certain letters, expressive of 
opinions contradictory to his published writings, These letters 
purport to be copies of private notes addressed to various indi- 
vidua!s composing the suite of Sir Hudson Lowe ; and describe 
the characters of the French prisoners in the most unqualified 
terms of condemnation. 


To these, and to other charges, which have taken more than 
six months to fabricate, Mr. O'Meara has promised a full and 
sutisfactory reply; the first part of which we insert in this nua 
ber; and the remainder shail follow, as it appears. ‘This is 
the more necessary ; because upon the degree of credit dese: ved 
by Mr. O’Meara, depends the value of the only source to 
which the historian can look for a fair account of the transac- 
fiuns at St. Helena. Tie ministerial party dare not public 
any thing; and if they were to publish, nobody could believe 
anything they said: while the sACRIFICE of the vicTIM has 
silenced ‘bim for ever; and those who were his friends, and 
saw hin suerificed, are silenced by means as effectual, thougle 
Oi So fatal. ; 


ee 


MR. OMEARA AND THE QUARTERLY REVIEW 


SIR, 18, Montague-square, Feb. 27, 1825. 
An articie in the last Quarterly Review, got up after six months’ 

consultation, requires from me, in the opinion of my friends, some 

notice. I yield somewhat reluctantly to their suggestions—first, be- 
cause I think silence would, perhaps, be most decorous, pending 
the characteristic judicial proceeding adopted by Sir Lludson Lowe, 
and the next, because the whole St. Helena association are real- 
ly beneath contempt, Asto Sir Hudson Lowe, I shall let the ques- 
tion between him and his country (i grieve to say he 1s an irishman) 
Test upon this simple statement. . tle had two courses Open to him 
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in a Court of } aw. one by a civil action against me tor de famation 
by which the trath woul i be told > the other bv a criminal proceed 
ing, which excludes all proof of thetruth. Le has chosen the lat- 
ter. The publi c will perceive why ! What must thatman be who 
is afraid of the truth? What must that man be who skulks even 
from a Grand Jury and resorts toa criminal information, and who 
even resorts to this last refuge of the conscious, within two days ot 
the endof the Term, so that I cannot answer him for two months. 
Let the public judge. 

With re spect to the Author of the article itself, I cannot, ot 
course, designate him with any cert: unty. It has, however, been 
hinted to me who he is. I have been t told he was in his youtha 
ibeller ; inhis maturity, a pimp; and at both periodsa coward.— 
The progress of time has worked no changein him ; he isstill a 
slave with the tyrant’s crafi, and a tyrant with the slave 's servility ; ; 
insolent to his infer iors, hypocriti ‘al to his equals, and fawning to 
those above him ; ready to undertake any dirty job for reward ; to in- 
flic t any wound ahis h involves no pe rsonal re sponsibility, and to 
recommend himself to his superiors by any act of subserviency or 
baseness. Ishail leave this reptile to grovel in his natural obse urity, 
and shall procee ‘d to unravel the web of falsehood he has woven. The 
first insertion in the Review is, that L was dismissed from the army, 
and must have procured my admission into the navy by a discreet 
silence as to my having ever belonged to the sister service. ” Now, 
in the first place, every one knows that the sentence of a Cae 
Martial must be read at the head of every regiment in the service, 
and, of course, can never be kepta secret. In the next place, the 
writer of the article well knew that the whole transaction was made 
xnown by meto the Transport Board, and that, before I received 
my appointment in the navy, application was made to the Army 
Medical Board as t omy character ; the result of which was my 
ummediate employment. How I acquitted myself as Surgeon in 
the Naval Service, the letter of the Gallant C aptain Maitland, in- 
serted inmy Bock, will prove ; how I merited the rank to which I 
was raised in that service, will also a appear by the following extract 
from a dispatch of Admiral Sir John Talbot’s K. C. B., Gazetted 
the 8th of May, 1812, relative to one of the severest actions 1D 
the last war—“ the number of the wounded, and the severity of 
the wounds, have caused to Mr. Baird, the Surgeon, and to Mr. 
O'Meara, the only assistant surgeon on board, very great fatigue. 
Mr. O’Meara has passe d for surgeon these last three years, and me- 
rits every prometion.”—W hy, however, was [ dismissed from the 
army! Simply because Iwas the bearer of a message from my 
friend, Captain Crookshank, toa superior officer, who had insulted 
him, and then refused an apolory—-The following were the official 
charges upon which I was tried :— 





“ Messina, 14th June, 1808. 

‘ Assistant Surgeon O’Meara, of the 62d regiment, put under 
arrest by order of his E xcellency the Commander of the Forces, 
on the following charges S, VIZ. :— 

“ 1. For being the bearer of a challenge from a junior to a seni- 
or erg on the evening of the 27th day of May last. 
ais For persevering to repeat that c hallenge on the 28th and sub= 
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sequent days, although warned by the aforesaid sé€nior officer and 
his friend, that he considered himself in the CirCumstance com- 
plained of by the challenger, Captain Crooksha®k, as acting in his 
oficial di itv, which conduct on the part of Assistant Surgeon 
O' Me: wa, is contrary to the Art lenal War, and preji udicial to 
good order and military discipline. 

* (A true copy. (Siened) “ DONALD MACKAY. 

| “ Deputy Judge Advocate.” 

_ Now, Tput it fairly to any liberal man, whether there is any thing 

ishonourable in a dismissal under such a charge? By the laws of 
the service, if any man, although insulted, sends a challenge to 
any oflicer, he and his second must he « ‘ashiered, if brought to trial, 
by the social laws of his corps, if he puts up with insult, he 1s 
despised and disgraced. Rank, station, and the advantages of 
both, were on one side, honour on the other. My friend c hose ho- 
nour, and [ stood by him—such was my offence. There are cases 
wt ere the offence dignifies the p unishment. Ihave not the least ob- 
féction to appeal for my justification to the whole army; it is 
sheers true [lost by it the uniform whichI prized, and I hope, 
never dishonoured ; whenever it may be found, no one will trace 

upon it the mark of a horsewhip. It may be permitted for me also 
to state, that after my having been cashiered, I dined frequently at 
the Mess of the Officers of the 62d Regiment at Messina. To the 
army it is unnecessary to add another word. 

The Reviewer next adverts, in terms of exultation, to my re- 
moval from the Navy, so do I. IT glory in that commanedess removal! 
produc ed by an EF: stern exercise of tt ati ve-—no inquiry insti-« 
tuted—no trial allowed—no witness cal lled—my accusers flying be- 
fore me-—not darine to meet my charges , and actually branding 
on their own front the truth of my accus: a: ms, by strenuously with- 
hol ling from me the oe of proving ¢ them. 

The Reviewer next c she irges me with havi ng for two or three years 
concealed my charges agains st Sir Il. Lowe, and then produci ing 
them out of personal pique, and he makes a charge on the autho- 
rity of Mr. John Wilson Croker, a very bad authority on any subject 
and on this,as | L shi ll presently show, of all au thorities, the ve ery 
worst. Mr. Croker is, I know, a veteran hand at collecting evidence, 
but there is no Garret Oppos site me, ane something more et be re- 
quired than his pers sonalassertion. “To the letter (he continues) 
oc to the cause of his dismissal from the naval service, Mr. 
O'Meara ‘a vever made (that we could learn) any allusion.” In- 
deed! it isa great sity then that he did not consult the aforesaid 
Mr. J. W. Croker, as he might have learned from the following 
answer, which J sent to the Admiralty, and to the conc —e 
part of which, I particularly entreat the attention of the reader 

“28, Chest ter-plac e, Kennington, Nov. 9, 18 18. 
, “Sir—T have the hononr to ack :nowledge the receipt of the 
‘etter which you have addressed me under the sanction of the 
ords Commissioners of the Admiralty. My surprise, 1 must con- 
fess, has bee n great at the measure which the Lords Commissione rs 
have th oucht proper to adopt in removing my hame from the List 

' Officers in his Majesty’s service without affording me an oppor- 

ay fy to support my allegations, or offer such explanations ol 
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those points re iny own conduct which the Lords Commisioners 
disapprove ; but the injury of this measure becomes secondary to 
the impression made on my feclings by the language which the 
Lords Commissieners in the exercise of their functions have directed 
you to use, and from which my situation, my character in the service 
for ten years, and the approbation eg se ed upon me by the First 
Lord of the Adiniralty on thie 24th of January, 1818, and on other 
occasions should have protected me paere" the crimes unputed to 
my charge had been established. 

“T now reque sie Sir, that you will state to the Lords Commis- 
sioners that I : mi ready to establish all the allegations by affidavits 
and otherwise, to shew that I did communicate them whilst the 
occurrences were recent, and to explain in the most satisfactory 
manner why I did not then make them the ground of a formal 
charge, and why in my letter of the 28th of October. I thought it 
my duty to introduce them for their Lords ships’ consideration. 

“ T have the bonour, &c. 
“BARRY E. O’MEARA. 

“ To John Wilson Croker, Esq. Secretary to the Admiralty.” 

Now this letter was in Mr. Croker’ s Office, and no one could be 
better acquainted with its contents flees the Reviewer, as appears 
by the documents to whieh he hadaccess. What brazen, what prac- 
tised impudeuce then must it not have required to have asserted, 
that I silently acquiesced in the cause of my dismissal? That J 
never even made “ any allusion” to it—when in this docu- 
ment I ac tually reiterated the charges, demanded an oppor- 
tunity of proving them, offered to substantiate them by affidavits 
and otherwise, and rewinded Mr. Croker that I had divulged the 
occurrences month after month, when they were yet recent—aye, 
divulged most of them to this very man himseif; this vei ry Mr. John 
Wilson Croker, who read them, who copied them, who circulated 
them amongst the Cabinet Ministers, who sent message upon mes- 
sage to me upon them; who received from me, even the fore doomed 
Napoleon’ S own inc lien: int remarks upon Lord Bathurst's misrepre- 
sentation, in corrobation of the statements which I myself had 
made. Vortunately indeed, I may say providentially for myself, 
i have prese rved documents saved even from the robberies at St. 
Helena, which will most amply verify my assertion; even the re- 
nowned Mr. John Wilson Croker will not have the hardihood to dis- 
avow the documents which I shall produce, written by his own 
amanuensis, penned frequently from his ie dict tation: Those 
letters, I lament the necessity of producing, but their production 1s 
forced upon me—the conduct of mv slanderers has made it indis- 
pensable.—-They were written by an amiable and an honourable 
man, then in an official situation under Mr. Croker, high in his con- 
fidence (as indeed they will shew), and now holding an important 
situation under the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Every official 
person, from the late Chancellor of the Exchequer downwards, will 
at once recognize the name of Mr. Finlaison. This gentleman 
was my appomted organ of communication with the Admiralty, 
and through him I regularly transmitted a deiailed account of the 
flagitious treatment which Napoleon was receiving at the hands of 
ehe Gorernor at St, Helena,—It will be scen also on a perusal of 
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‘hem, that the Admiralty were so perfectly aware of Sir Hudson 
Lowe's hatred to me, in consequence of these communications, that 
an expectation frequently arose that I was actually on my return 
home. With Mr. Croker’s own knowledge of these facts, what 
will the public think of putting his hand to my official dismission, 
intimating that tor two years I had concealed Sir Hudson Lowe's 
conduct from the Admiralty? I shall avoid no part of this question 
—I shall explain the whole clearly and fully, for if ever I degraded 
myself it must have been by corresponding with some of the de- 
grading inmates of Plantation House. The reader will bear in 
mind, that the date of every alleged letter of mine was prior to the 
carrying into execution the mean and horrible restrictions of the 
9th of October, 1816. 

On each of tue letters thus dictated by Lord Melville, or his 
Secretary, Mr. Croker, and of course sanctioned by the Admiralty, 
I will remark in their regular order. The reader need scarcely be 
apprised, that when Mr. Jolin Wilson Croker acts, he is directed 
by higher powers. “Ihe name ot my Lord Melville figures respect- 
ably in the very first letter which was written in answer to one from 
me, describing Napoleon’s reception on board the Bellerophon.— 
The originals may be seen at Mr. Holmes’s otiice im J.von’s Inn. 
The first is dated Admiralty Office, July 20 :— 

KX TRACT. 

“My Dear Barry,—-Thanks for your kind letter, which was so 
extremely interesting that I shewed itto Lord Melville, who made 
some corrections in it, and then expressly permitted, and was weil 
pleased that [ should insert it in the “Sun” of to-morrow. This 
will do youno harm. You will on no account mention a hint of 
this to a soul, except your Captain, if you find that necessary for 
Your justification in having written. [cannot tell you now my rae 
‘ons for printing it. When we meet you will find them good, as 
they are partly political. It is the highest authority that did it. 

“ Yours truly, “JOHN FINLAISON,” 
_Here, reader, is a precious opening. Here isa Minister, the 
First Lord of the Admiralty, making, on the confession of his own 
agent, with his own hand, corrections in the confidential letters ot 
a private person, and then authorising its insertion, thus mutilated, 
mthe public papers. “It is,” says Mr. Finlaison, “ the highest au- 
thority that did it.” It isso, but it is an act of the highest autho- 
tity of which the lowest might well be ashamed. A Peer! a Privy 
Councillor! a Minister of State garbling a private letter, for the 
purpose of having it afterwards inserted in a public newspaper. 1 
heed scarcely add, that all the alterations were suppressions of 
every thing which could recommend the unfortunate Napoleon, or 
tend to procure for him more generous or deserving treatment.— 
The letter, as I originally wrote and sent it (which the Admiralty 
an produce if they chose), is at Mr. Holmes’s office, and a copy of 
that which appeared in the “Sun” shall be sent there, if it can be 
procured, 
LETTER SECOND. 
“My Ds wy i Admiralty Otiice, 3d July, 1816. 
~- Far O‘Meara,—Your letters of 16th March, and 22d 
You. X, No. 10 
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April, came duly to hand, and furnished a real feast to some ver ¥ 
creat folks here. I also received a letter from you on your first ar- 
rival, which was Considered very interesting. Not a line of any 
thing that you have written to me since you sailed was ever made 
public. The moment your letters came, thev were ¢i en to Mr. 
Croker, who considered them extremely interesting, and circulated 
copies among the Cabinet Ministers; and he destres me to assure 
you, that they never have been, nor shall they ever hereafter be 
seen by any other person. [ conjecture, also, that your letters have 
even amused his Roval Highness the Prince Regent. They are writ- 
ten with that diieneiadlinne good sense, and naiveic, that they 
could not fail to be acceptable; and I am quite sure they have done 
you a great deal of good at the Board, a proof of wh: ich is, that the 
other d: iy Captain Hamilton, of the an annah, and Sir FE. Thorn- 
borough, reported in a public letter that a few hours after the ship's 
arrival, a a letter was inserted in the Portsmouth paper, about Bo- 
naparte, and that it had been traced that you were the author of it. 
Mr. Croker sent for me, and desired me to request you to be care- 
tul in respect to your private letters to any other person, as every 
thing now-a-days gets into the papers. But to me he repeated his 
hopes that you would write in fall confidence, and in the utmost 
possible ec all the anecdotes vou can pick up, resting assured 
that none but the Government ever will see them, and to them they 
are and must be extremely interesting, as shewing the per sonal feel- 
ings ot your great state pr isoner. Mr. Croker also desired me to 
request you would procure him asc rap ot Napoleon’ s hand-writing, 
which he wishes to have as a cur iosity. 1 received the ribbons and 
hair, which i have already acknowledged with many thanks, I hope 
sincerely that your letters to me, whic +h have done you so mueh cre- 
dit with the Admiralty, and made vou well known, will hereafter 
be the means of favouring your advancement, which will give me 
great pleas ire. [ hope also you Sass] your di Lys pass agreeably there 
in your exile. Itseems the Government wish as little as possible 
may be said about your guest. ‘Therefore, you have fuil permission 
to make this letter known to the Admiral, if you please, and add 
my best respects to hin. 
“7 remain, dear OSMeara, your's most truly, 
~ JOHN FINLATSON.” 
I request the reader to pause over this document. My communi- 
cations it seems were considered “ ver y interesting ” by Mr. Secre- 
tary Croker, were circulated by him amongst the Cal binet, amused 
‘even his Royal Highness the Regent,” and the personal feeling rs of 
the Illustrious Captive writhing under his calamities, atiorded ‘ 
real feast to some very great folks.” All too was to be kept] pro 
foundly secret. “ Gov. ernment wished that as little as possible might 
be said shouts our ‘guest.’” Alas! what a bitter, though unintended 
sarcasm did the writer convey in that expression ! ! He was our guest 
indeed ; he voluntarily appealed to our hospitality ; he threw him- 
self in all confidence upon British generosity ; but he met a fate 
for which the rock and vulture of Prometheus alone — dd a pre- 
ceedent: no wonder the Miristers wished every thing to be kept as 
secret as possible, particularly as, in the phrase ot the little secre 
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tary, “ every thing now-a-days gets into the newspapers.” Well did 
they know that nothing could be told creditable. But thanks tu 
those “papers” of “now-a-days,” their designs are frustrated — 
These transactions will go down to future times; “they are en- 
graved,” to use the language of Job, “swith a pen and lead in the 
rock for ever,” and our posterity, when they look back to this pe- 
riod, and to this record of it, will say, “Our ancestors might well 
be proud of their country, but they must have been ashamed of this 

age of their history.” This is the teeling of the nation, and will 
be its feeling to the end of time. The next letter to which [ shall 
refer 1s dated Dec. 12, 1816, and | quote it merely to shew, that 
even within two months after Sir Lludson Lowe’s odious restrictions, 
my representations, and his reception of them, had been such as 
actually to induce the Admiralty to beheve that [ was upon my re- 
tura home. 

EXTRACT, 
r Admiralty Office, Dec. 12, 1816. 

“My Dear OfMears,—Rvy the Revolutionaire, &c. [ duly re- 
ceived your three letters ot the 10th October, trom page 1 to 30, 
with all the enclosures complete, which have given abundant satis- 
faction. 

“Not being certain whether this letter will find vou at St. Llele- 
na, as we have reason to suppose you may be on your passage home, 
[ forbear to add any details whatever till [ hear more certain se- 
counts of your destination, but I will write the moment | can. 

“T remain your sincere triend and most taithiul servant, 
(Signed “TOUN FINLATSON,” 

Did Sir Hudson Lowe’s power or menaces intimidate me fur one 
moment from opposing. condemuing, and reporting his oppressive 
conduct? im t the reader judy e from thie follow ray pyte rs fee ived 
from Mr. Finlaison :- 


2ei- 


‘ Acdiniralty Ofiiee, Tei. 26, 1817 

“My Dean OfVrana.-Not heme certain whether von are not 

on your way home, | only write these tew lines to say your three 

packets of 28th Dec. an i Sth Jan, were receive dand cave great 

sauistaction in the proper quarter. IT incluse a letter this da | 
me, and remain always yours, 


y sent 


“JOHN FINLAISON.” 

© Admiralty Office, Feb. 25, 181F. 
Hp My Dean Of Mrana,—I have by this same conveyance, and 
aso by the store-ship, written you merely two lines to own the re- 
ceipt of your letter. We thought vou would have reached home 
ere now, as we did hear that the Governor had determined to send 
you home. Lord Melville, however, immediatel) applied to Lord 

“!verpool to interfere and prevent it. , 

“Of one thing be certain, your reports have given infinite satis- 
faction, and vou and : 


them are highly esteemed in the hichest quar 
ter, 


“Sincerely yours, 

- “JOHN FINLALISON.” 
With respect to this communication, I shall Jeave my Lords 

Melville, Bathurst, Sir Hudson Lowe, and Mr. Croker to sett! 

vecounts together. Here is Lord Melville fully apprized by me of 


S ’ 
-1r Hudson Lowe's copdnet. aware of the enmity Lhad occurred i 
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consequence—-aware that Sir Hudson Lowe had prohibited me 
from communicating with the Adiniralty, vet still ordering me to 
continue the communcations ; although aware that Sir Hudson Lowe 
so thoroughly hated me, that he actnally hed determined to send 
me home! What does Lord Melville do the moment he hears of 
it? Why he flies to Lord Liverpool, entreat ng him to counteract 
the intentions of the Governor; thu iS, although he hated Napoleon 
<2 much that he would not relieve him from h:s torture, stnl he 
also hated Sir Hudson Lowe so much that he wou'd willingly have 
kept me at St. Helena to become the future insirement of bis ex- 
posure! Yet these arethe parties who accuse me ef double deal- 
mug!) Now, IT would ask any man of impartiality in the kingdom 
with what face can Mr. John Wilson Croker say that U never ap 
prised the Admiraity of Sir Hudson Lowe's ¢ onduct in the very teeth 
of the testimony given by himseif! ! The dispatches receive:: by them 
from me were numerous, as appears by the acknowledgn ent of 
Mr. Finlaison. 1 omitted no disclosure necessary to their service, 
I neither compromised nor betrayed in any manner the confidence 
placed in me by Napoleon, tor he was previously acquainted witii 
it; and I never ceased, from the time that Sir Hudson Lowe’s con- 
duct required it, representing the cruel, causeless, and degrading 
humiliation to which N Napoleon was subjected. Those letters of 
Mr, Finlaisnn, who is still living, who 1s resident in London, and at 
this instant high in the employis.ent of Government, reduce the 
Admiralty to this alternative—they cannot deny that Sir THudson 
Lowe’s conduct was made known to them—they must, therefore 
confess with shame that he acted with their concurrence, or 
must admit that they grossly abandoned their duty in not having 
required that he should be called to account for his conduct. 

I leave them in their dilemma; they may approve themselves 
to the countryif they are able.—The next letteris dated in Jan. 1818, 
and will shew, even in Lord Melville’s opinion, how $ full, candid 
and explicit’ were-my Karenos Tin — 


‘ Admiralty Office, 24th Jan. 1818. 

“ My Drar O'Merarna—Your last letters up to the fourteenth 
November have all ¢ come ball and Tam specially commanded by 
my Lord Melville to express bis Lordship’s approbation of your 
correspondence, especially of the minute attention you have paid 
to details, and to add his wish that you continue to be equally full 
eandid and ex 1se in future. 

“Sir Pulteney Malcolm, who is now beside me, begsI would ex- 
press to your hie partic ilar wish thatin every luthieas discussions OF 
reports, you will as much as possible avoid bringing up his name, 
as he is of opinion it can do no good. He sends his compliments, 
and wishes you well through your arduo.s employment, which he 
thinks no onec ould ever be found to fill so weil. 

“ Believe me, my dear 0 Meara, vour’s always, 


‘JOHN FINBAISON.” 


This letter 1s most important. It is written by command of Lord 
Melvilie ; it conveys to me his high approb: ition of my correspon- 
dence, 1t declares mv reports to be full, candid, and e xplicit, and it 
is dated ata-time when he had himselt "personally interfered to pr™ 
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tect me from the gloriously earned maligmty of tiv Jiudson Lowe. 
It is in another point of view still more import antas Introducing the 

erson of Sir ~— »y Malcoim. Every one who knows this distin- 
guishe d Officer, knows that one more brave or more honourable is 
notin the service. This Gallané Admiral had been in person at Se. 
Helena ; he was well aware of Napoleon’s complaints against the 
Governor : he was in the Island after Lewe's restrictions of the 
10th October; he had an opportunity of witnessing my conduct, 
and that at a time when it excited all Sir Hudson's bitter enmity. 
Iam proud of his attestation that no one ever could be found to fill 
my arduous situation so well. 

‘Lam well contented to rest my character upon that opinion, 
letit stand in contrast with the cow yardly slanders of vulgar vanity, 
and exposed oppression. 

The last letter to which I shall refer at present, 1s dated Admi- 
ralty Office, the Sth of May, 1815 :— 

EXTRACT. 
y Deak O'Meara—lI write you this merely to say [ have Iit- 
tle or no News to give you, and that | have not had the pleasure of 


“My 


hearing from you now for 2a gery long time, the last dyst Lich VEIN 


that which transimitted Nepoleon’s reply to Lord Bat ae spec ' 
and which | ack nowledged, and signified Lord Melville’s approval, 
by his Lordship’s command, of the great pains aud 7 ‘ vou have 
shewn | In came rts, 
(Sioned) <¢ FOUN FINLAISON, 
This letter is the more valuable, because it proves that I never 
concealed the treatmen! Napoleon received from the Admir alty. — 
It contains a direct acknow!ledeime ntof the receipl if hus obser 
tionson Lord Bathurs F spcech. his speech was delivered in the 


House of Lordsin reply to Lord Holland denying the oppression 
which Nanoile Nn évi hare CU. and the obsery (tions med Upon it by thie 
Emperor, and thus transmitted by me, were of the most hitter and 
reproachiul nature, If ho other document existed, thyis ol ne woul | 
vive the lie direct to the assertion that [ had never represented Sir 
Hudson Lowe's couluct until after my return to Europe, and T then 
did it Gut of personal pique. Almost every letter atter word estoration 
1816, will prove that [ never concealed Inv se nthnents with res- 
pect to him, and some of those I have alre ady quote d shew edible: 
ly that Lord Melville himself was complet ly aware of Sur Tfudson 
Lowe’s conseqnent malignity. This very letter brought by the very 
ship which conveyed Lord Bathurst’s orders for my removal, con 
veyed Lord Melville’s thanks for the great pains and zcal which | 
had shewn j in those reports, ba some of ee L have already al- 
luded in the as e to my book, and I broke no faith whatever 
with ine in making them. On the contrary, he was well 
apprised of the Lact that | wasin the habit of relating to the many 
thing which fell from hi m, that | thought might benefit my countr 
and atthe same time stimulate the Admiralty to oppos e with nil its 
weight in the Cabinet, my removal from St. Helena, whic h | he was 
very desirous to prevent. He more than once observed to me that 
~ politic al career was terminated, and that Iwas bound to pre- 
rve my oath of alle giance to my countrys and Severcigzn. The 
‘Adm: iralty did even act upon those re ports \ ith material wivantage 
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to the interests of the revenue, by the improvement in the smmg- 
gling prevention system and itis far from impossible that Napoleons 
developement of Alexander’s views are not at this very instant 
without their influence. 

‘The Reviewer has taken great pains to misrepresent my motives, 
though no man knew better how wholly undeserving of censure 
those motives were. On this head | would referto Mr. Fintaison ; 

I trust the public will remember who and what he isa Gentleman 
of character and honour, not discarded, not disappointed, but at 
this instant Inghin the c -onfidence of Governme: it, and holding un- 
der it an important official situation—this at least will disprove the 
gross falsehoods put into the mouth of his legal advocate by Sir 
fludson Low e, when he mislead that learned, and I believe honour- 
ble man, in asserting, that all to whom I referred to in my book 
weredead. Mr. Finlaison at least is living. I should be glad to 
have an opportunity of putting the following questions to Mr. Fin- 
laison ina Court of Justice, which, lam c onvinced that conscienti- 
ously he would answer in the athrmative, whether, on my return 
from St. Helena, he did not propose to me from the Admiralty, 
that I sliould altogether avoid any intercourse with any of the W hig 
party ; that I should live for a time secluded in his house; that 
}should matatain an inviolable silence as to all that I witnes- 
sed at Saint Helena; that! should publish nothing; that if 
} determined on making an official oomplaint to the Admiralty, I 
should send a double report, one addressed to Mr. Croker, con- 
taining a history of theill treatment I had personally suffered from 
Sir Hudson Lowe, and of a nature, that if any such document were 
moved for in Parliament, it could be produced without compromise; 
the other addressed to Lord Melville, containing the allegation 
which I had made of the cruelties he had practized towards his 
prisoner, which might at once vindicate myself with the Cabinet, 
audj shield Lord Melville by its form or privacy from any necessity 
of producing it. That thus the public might be deceived by the 
one document, and Sir IL Lowe effectually answered by the other; 
that provided. | aeceeded to these unreasonable demands, I should 
thereby make the Admiralty my firm friends, in proof of which 
they would give me the lucrative situation of surgeon to Greenwich 
Hospital, which was ex xpected to fall vacant in two or three months. 
To which 1 replied most distinctly, that asa gentleman, an officer, 
and a man, I would, for no personal interest whatever, consent to 
conceal the horrid seteiaias which I had’ witnessed at St. Helena, 
perpetrated, as it had been, in the name of a noble and generous 
people, but that though I sought nothing for myself, still, for the 
sake of the suffering Napoleon, 1 would pledge myself to silence, 
provided Sir Hudson. Lowe: was removed fram the Government 
of St. Helena. This wasall I asked, and I asked not merely for the 
sake of the illustrious and tortured captive, but for the honour and 
character ofthe British nation. This was refused. 

J shall enable the public, as I proceed, to appreciate my conduct 
and its molives throughout, and to-pronounce upon the justice of the 
imputations thrown upon them. 

I have tke honour to remain, Sir, 


RARRY E.O‘MEARA. 
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SUSPICIOUS CONDUCT OF THE ENGLISH MINISTRY 
TOWARDS SPAIN. 








The neutrality professed by England with regard to the con- 
test between Spain and France, is another proof of the rotten 
policy of our dominant faction. In a society of individuals, he 
would be deemed a gross coward, and a contemptible poltroon, 
who should witness an abominable outrage, without assisting 
the injured party ;—and the duty of great nations, in similar 
circumstances, is precisely the same. When wrong is offered to 
an unoffending state, every other state is bound in honor to 
give every assistance in its power, to punish the wrong, and to 
chastise the aggression. ‘There may be reasons to prevent states 
from interfering in such cases. They may be unable to assist 
the injured ; and a regard for their own safety may make them 
passive spectators of the wrong :—but for a free, powerful, and 
independent state, to be silent, is to assist the spoiler—to be 
neutral, is to encourage him. Is England, then, neither free, 
powerful, nor independent? that her ministers have chosen to 
be neutral in the invasion of Spain by France, at the dictation 
of Russia ; while those very ministers who propose to be neutral, 
condemn the aggression as unprincipled and uncalled for by any 
justifiable reason ? 

If it were a matter of indifference, neutrality might become 
them. If Spain had, in their eyes, committed any wrong, the 
neutrality might become them. If they had not condemned 
the projected invasion, neutrality might become them. But, 
when they proclaim the invasion of Spain to be an atrocious 
interference with the domestic policy of a free state—when they 
not only admit, but declare that Spain has committed no of- 
fence— when they declare that it is of the highest importance 
to this country, that the peace of Europe should be preserved 
—they betray their own cause, they falsify the necessary infer- 
ences from their own reasoning, they write themselves simpletons 
of the grossest description, when they talk uf a strict neutrali- 
fy ; ifthey mean what they say. 
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~ Were Spain in a condition to repel her invaders, and to meet 

her enemies on equal terms, yet it would be the duty of E.ng- 
land to interpose to prevent the aggression, to spare the blood 
that would be so iniqnitously and unnecessarily spilt, and to 
teach the overweening despots that they were not the masters 
of a prostrate world. It is quite certain, that if England had 
sent a minister to Verona, not to talk of the difficulty of con- 
ducting military operations in Spain, but peremptorily to declare 
that England would be at the foot of the Pyrennees, and on the 
shores of the Mediterranean, to welcome with her sword, and 
with the thunder of her cannon, those who dared to threaten 
the repose of Europe in that quarter, whether they were bar- 
barians from the north, or savages from the more southern 
parts—there would have been no war. The royal puppets 
would have closed their conferences. France would have 
drawn in her horns; and Spaia would have had Ieisure to 
consolidate her new system in the calm of peace. But when 
Fogland only sought to deter the impious Allies by the natural 
difficulties of the enterprise, without any forcible ebjection to its 
principle :—aud when the barbarous potentates recollected that 
England had suffered the occupation of Naples and Sicily bv 
Austria, with only an affected reprobation of the act—they 
naturally concluded, that the English ministry were pot averse 
to the treatment of Spain, in a similar manner ; though it might 
be prudent tn thein, to affect to condemn sucn a measure. 
Hence they gathered courage from our want of decision, until 
they have committed themselves beyond the power of retreat- 
ing ; and we are professing a strict neutrality, with so many 
interests at stake upon the issue ; and with our national honour 
forfeited by our indifference. 

Long ere this, should a British fleet have been cruising m the 
Mediterranean. The Brest fleet has sailed thither. ‘The cen- 
sequence of a war, will be to place the whole coast of Spain in 
a state of blockade. Portugal may be speedily included in the 
interdiction, What then will become of the British trade with 














rik BLACK DWARF. 349 


those countries, during her state of slrict xeutralily? Can sue 
silently see her commerce annihilated by hostilities which she 
reprobates, and yet has nu courage to resent? Suppose Spain 
occupied by the impious Allies? Suppose also that Portugal, 
as a natural consequence, should become their prey. Suppose 
Russia in possession of Majorca, or Minorca, and the French 
flag waving on every port in the two Peninsular States, what 
will be then said of our neutrality?—of that strict neutrality 

on which we pride ourselves so much ¢ 
Such events are by no means impossible, France, it was pre- 
tended, had obtained leave to attack Spain, What is now 
proclaimed as the fact? Why, that the royal barbarians of the 
North, have compelled France to undertake the suppression of 
the Spanish Revolution, under pain of being herselfattacked by 
tem. The French Minister proclaims that France must attack 
Spain, or the North will attack Franee! Can any one be so 
silly as to believe that the Russian Emperor has nothing in view 
beyond the restoration of Ferdinand to despotic power? This 
would be to belie both reason and experience, What was the 
conduct of this disinterested animal, on the overthrow of Na- 
poleont Did he net annex the greater part of Poland to his 
Empire, out of his regard for the maintenance of the balance 
of powerin Europe? And was not the only reply that Castle- 
reagh could obtain from him this: —* That he had 50v,000 
“men in Poland.” Jt is said that if he were ambitious, lie 
would attack Tuikey; and he says so himself;—but the truth 
is, that he wishes to be in a condition to attack it te more ad- 
vantage than he can at present. He wishes the Greeks de- 
stroyed, because they have dared to talk of LiBgRTY. If they 
had been content to change their masters, lt: would have assist- 
ed them:—but “ Revolutionary principles have appeared 
‘in Greece ;” and he dares not trust his two-legged brutes 
amongst them, lest lis Calmucs should be taught that they were 
men. He dares not, therefore, attack Turkey on the side of 
frrecce! The day of liberty has dawned in the Pcloponnessus, 
PANS AS 
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and he cannot endure thie light. He had rather that Turkey 
should wash out these sad “ revolutionary principles” in the 
blood of Greece ;—and then he might approach the spot with. 
out fear of a contamination more hateful to him than the 
plague. YVhe possession of a port in the Mediterranean would 
enable him to prepare for this eveni, at his leisure; and by 
bringing hiu directly iuto contact with Europe, would also 
enable hin to pursue any advantage that might offer in the 
South. The natural rivalry between Britain and France, 
heightened by the hostility of the French Ultras and the Bour- 
bous, will afford the Russian aufocrat ample means for the 
advancement of his purposes; and all the rivals of our neval 
supremacy will not be backwards in helping to destroy it, in 
the hope that out of its ruin some advantage may be reaped by 
tliemselves. 

These are some of the-consequences that may be apprehended 
from our neutrality. 1s it hoped that Spain will be triumphant? 
We hope so too:—but we must not wilfully shut our eyes to 
her danger. She was before triumphant over the veteran armies 
of Napoleon:—but at what price, and after what a lapse of 
time! For years she maintained an unequal struggle in the 
fastnesses and recesses of her impenetrable mountains :—and if 
the good fortune of Spain had not seen Napoleon drawn off to 
another object, in which his failure weakened him so fatally, 
who will say that Joseph Buonaparte had not been King of 
Spain ;—and the opposers of his title been known only as 
banditti, and proscribed as lawless disturbers of the public 
peace ? 

We have great hopes that Spain cannot be ultimately con- 
quered—that her spirit is prepared to meet the most fearful 
threatenings, and to overcome them all:—but is it nothing that 
she should be subjected to these disasters? Is it nothing that 
our commercial relations should be annihilated, as they must be 
in the event of sucha war? If humanity did not prompt us to 
interfere, ought not the consideration of our own interest to 
induce us to preyent so great a sacrifice of our commerce as 
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must be made in such a contest. Aud can we avoid them by 
neulrality? Itis utterly impossible. It may be now to late to 
prevent them entirely bya war. Matters have gone so far, that 
something must be sacrificed; and much may be lost that might 
have been preserved, by a more firm and manly behaviour of 
the British administration, But we should lose less, by 
assisting the Spaniards to repel the threatened invasion 1a 
the outset, than if we are at last compelled to interfere 
in their behalf, when Spain shall be over-run with the 
troops of France. To prevent is far easier than to remedy 
evil. France must have, at present, some secret dread of the 
event. The Bourbons have learnt nothing of political wisdom ; 
but they retain some portion of their fears. Two flights from 
Paris have left a dread upon their minds that a third may be 
requisite. They know uot yet the temper of the soldiers, who 
have been accustomed only to follow the eagles of Napoleon, 
and to fight under the tri-coloured flag. They are on the eve 
of au experiment that they know may be fatal to themselves; 
and itis now in the power of Eogland to compel them to hesitate, 
if the ministers of England have courage and capacity for the 
erisis in Which they are placed. Yhese qualities, we confess, 
we do not give them credit for. If they had them, they would 
not talk of neutrality; but would hold themselves ready to 
call up the genius of freedom in every part of Enrope, by a bold 
declaration that Britain would not suffer the invasion of Spain. 
This energy, however, is not to be expected from our Borough- 
statesmen! They have too many petty interests to defend at 
home; too many jobs to look after; too much avarice, and 
109 little pride, to do justice either to their rank, or to their 
country. 

Al such a period, it is requisite the country should exert 
itself to compel the Ministry to act as becomes the representa- 
lives of a great nation. ‘They have shewn a feeble indication of 
4 wish to take the right side; and the people should push them 
forwards, A Meeting is now talked of, to assist the Greeks. 
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Jt is ill-tamed; for it tends to divert the public mud from the 


consideration of a much more important object—the conditiag 


of Syain. There was a neriod when the people of this country 


might have stepped forih to encourage and assist the Greeks »— 


r 
but the miseries of the Sciots must, ere this, have found relief 
from other sources, or have found refuge from ‘Purkish fury, in 
the grave. No subscriptions can now prevent the violation of 
the women, nor redeem the s'avery of the child.en. The time 
for beneficial interference was lost, and cannot be restored. Spain, 
so much more iutimately connected with us, isin a situation, in 
which we can assist her nobly and effectually. The t8me presses 
butit is not yet past, The necessity is urgent, bat ade qaate 
means are in our hands to relieve it. A treaty of Alliance, of- 
fensive and defensive with Spain, ts the oaly hononrable, the 
only advantageous, the only economical course. But instead 
of this, we fear from the presence of Sir W. A Court af 
Madrid, (the same Ambassador we had at Naples, when 
new-born liberty was strangled there) that the conduct of the 
British Ministry will be as dark, as crooked, and as prejudicial 
to freedom, lionour, and prosperity, as it as ever been before 
A strong expression of the public opinton may prevent this ; 
and we earnestly recommend that voice may he given to tl: 
feeling which must actuate every honest bosom at this event 
ful crisis. 

The French Ministers are still violently vociferating war. but 
no movements liave taken place beyond the sailing of the Brest 
fleet. The opposition to this war-mania is composed ef all the 
rational politictans of France, but without effect. Genera! 
Foy, nthe Chamber, ‘ iamented that aw army, which as an 
old soldier he could not help wishing to succeed, should he be 
employed ina service, in which, as an honest man, he mus! 
hope it would fail.” Talleyrand has published an argumentative 
essay onthe dangers to which the Bourbeus are exposing thent- 
selves, by this imitation of the worst of the worst part of the 


earcer of Napoleon, without any of his abilities to render success 
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probable, The concluding paragraph of this essay, must sting 
the Bourbons to the quick. “ Lueian relates that a great 
“ fragediax appeared on the Theatre of Abdera. After his 


~ 


‘departure, the Abderitans were seized with fits of insanity 


‘They were fond of exhibiting ambitious attitudes in the pub- 


‘lic streets, and spouted in harsh tones, the solemn metre of 


- 


‘the lambic verse. Every one fancied he had put on the co- 
‘thurnus of the tragedian.” ‘Thus do the imbecile Ultras at- 
temptto mimic the character of Napoleon ; and as aukwardly 
as apes imitate the actions of humanity. 

Mr. Chateaubriand, lhe peaceable man, who succeeded thie 
War Minister Montmoreucy, has made a speech as viruleutly 
hostile as that of M. De Villele. In it he contends “ that Eng. 
laud approved of the cvercion of Naples by Austria; and it 
was therefore fair to infer that she would not object te the coer- 
clon of Spain by France.” The principles of the two cases are 
certainly alike :-— but the interests of England are more inti- 
mately coucersed, with regard to Spain, than with respect to 
Naples :~and therefore we are more likely to act honestly, for 
our own sakes. M. Manuel! having offended the Ultras, a mo- 
lion for his expulsion is to be made. ‘Fs da’ We 


_— —_—— -— oe 





COPY OF A PETITION TO THE HOUSE OF COMMUNS, 
Now receiving Signatures at Birmingham. 

THAT your memorialists atopting the usual phrase of the 
day, ** most respectfully beg to approach your Honourabie 
House” with a candid statement of the rights they imperiously 
demand, and the grievances under which they labour ; and 
also to suggest propositions, the adoption of a they con- 
ceive would conduce much to the freedom, happiness and re- 
hown of the country. 

First.—Your me.ncralists wish it to be distinctly understood, 
that they have been taught to believe certain rights and privi- 
ledges appertain tohuman nature, which no man or body of 
men can legally and justly disannull. 

SvconDLy.—That these rights consists of every sane indi- 
vtalof mature age belonging to a community, being entitled 
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to exercise his free willin the choice of Representatives to 
euard his independence —to preserve the happiness and dignity 
of the nation from the efforts of domestic and foreign enemies, 
and also to regulate and make laws ‘or the beuefit of the com- 
inunity at large. 

TuirpLy.—That itis a principle established upon uncontro- 
vertivie reason, that the only legitimate end of a Government, 
is the good of the governed, and upon this principle your me- 
moralists insist, that when the national servants neglect or abuse 
the trust repused in them, they from that time forfeit all claim 
to the support of the people, to whom they are amenable for 
their conduct, and ought to suffer such punishment as a majo- 
rity of the people may think proper to adjudge. 

Fou RTHLY.—That your memoralists have beheld with feei- 
ings of the greatest alarm, the progress corruption has made in 
creeping into the public institutions of this Kingdom, and in 
sapping the very foundations of justice. 

FirtHLY.—Yhat among others of equal magnitude, your 
memoralists beg to enumerate the folowing flagrant abuses of 
the laws and violations of the principles of "justice. 

I. That by the Billof Rights of King William and Queen 
Mary, it is expressly provided, that no person holding any place 
of profit, or emolument under the Crown, shall have a voice 
in the decisions of your Honourable House ; in the direct vio- 
lation of which law, a document issued from your Honourable 
Body during the last Session of Parliament, proves that there 
were fifty seven Members of your Honourable House holding 
offices under the C rown, whose net annual emoluments amount- 
edto 108,565}. Lis. ; that there were thirteen Members of your 
Honourable House, holding offices in the appointment, and at 
the pleasure of per:ous filling offices, whose Hel receipts of the 
public money, were annually 28,1071. 4s. 2d.; that there were 
seven members of your Honourab! e Sew, holding offices or 
pensions for life ; under grants from the Crown ,the annual pub- 
lie emoluments of whom were 9, 0581. 8s. 1C d. that there were 
seventy nine Members of your Honcurable House, holding na- 

val and military commissions, fifty nme of ween held other 
public offices ; and the said document proved further that other 
Members were annually in the receipt of public money, to suck 
anextent, that it appeared in the total, that eighty nine Mem- 
bers of your Honourable House, annually derive from the poc- 
kets of the half famished people the enormous sum of 170,343). 
l4s. 4d. 

If. That many Peers of the Realm, in opposition to the laws, 
are known to interfere in the nomination, election, and appoint- 
ment of most of the Members of your flonourable House. 
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III. That many laws are in existence greatly to the prejudice 
of thenation, and which appear to have been made for no other 
purpose than to promote the private views and interests of the 
wealihier, and to oppress, insult, and degrade the more impo- 
verishied, but at the same time the most useful and productive 
class of the community ; :mongst which injurious Jaws, yeur 
memoralists include the infamous Game Laws—the diabolical 
acts of restraining the liberty of the press, and the public pro- 
ceedings of the assembled people, and others of a similar des- 
cription, at which humanity revolts and cries aloud for abolition. 

IV. That the great body of the people are deprived of their 
just rights of participating in the election of Members of your 
Honourable House, which privilege, in conformity to acts made 
by the predecessors of your Honourable House, is placed in 
the hands otf a few individuals, apparently for more effectually 
carrying on a system of corruption and misrule, 

V. That the refusal of your honourable house to enquire 
into the horrid butchery of unoffending men, wome 1, and child- 
ren, at Manchester on the 'Oth of August, 1819, convinces 
your memorialists that your honourable house does not act in 
unison with the public wish. 

Vi. That the thing called “ The National Debt,” is a grie- 
vance too great to be borne, and ought to be rigorously inves- 
tigated, 

VII. That the employment ofa standing army of eighty thou- 
sand men in a time of peaee, demonstrates a too great ap- 
proach toa Government ruling by the sword. 

VIIL. That the tythes of the clergy are an unjust, anda 
weighty burthen upon the nation, and ouglit to be abolish- 
ed. 

IX. That the present system of inordmate and oppressive 
laxation is incompatible with the impoverished condition of 
the country, aud ought to be immediately reduced. 

X. That the civil list, the salaries of the judges, the privy 
counsellors, and of all public officers, press heavily upon the 
labouring classes of the community, and ought to be diminish- 
ed, 

Xl. That there are a number of person, usually called sine- 
curists, who receive public money, without making avy return 
of service for the same. 

XIJ. That other persons, under the names of grantees and 
pesioners receive immense suins of money from the public 
purse, who can shew no proof why they ought not to refund 
to the nation, the amounts they have plundered from it. 


XIII. That the act called the Septennial Act, is a disgrace fo. 


the country, and ought to be repbaled. 
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XIV. That the Lottery System is also a disgrace to the 
country, and to ail who are a party to its being carried on. 

XV. That the suspensions of the Habeas Corpus act, which 
fave been effected at different times, Were an insult to the na- 
tion al large. 

XVI. That the apathy with which your honourable house 
has viewed the persecutions of men struggling to be free in their 
native country will inflict an indelible stain upon the parliament. 
ary records, 

XVII. That your memorialists can say from experience, that, 
when at the opening of your present session, the Lords Com- 
missioners declared the manufacturing districts of the country 
were in a flourishing condition, they uttered a. misrepresenta- 
tion, at least, as far as regards this part of the kingdom ;—as an 
as an instance of which, your memorialists beg te represent 
that pear to this large manufacturing town, a number of in- 
dividuals, unable to obtain any other employment, are engaged 
in wheeling barrows full of sand for nearly a mile up-hill, and 
the empty barrow back over the same, for the pittance of one 
penny per barrow, and your memorialists are fearful sucha 
state of wretchedness is generally the same throughout the king- 
dom, 

XVIII. That millions of Englishmen have petitioned your 
honourable house on the subject of their rights, and some of 
their petitions have been thrown under the table of your ho- 
nourable house without being taken into consideratiou, whilst 
others, your honourable house, no doubt from a due regard 
for its purity, did not deign to receive. 

Your memorialists, therefore, not thinking it of moment to 
proceed ina further exposition of such gross and scandalous 
abuses, grievances, and misrepresentations, seriouslyZurge upon 
your honourable house, that you will immediately present a 
dutiful and loyal Address to his most gracious Majesty, beseech. 
ing him to distniss his present evil advisers, to cause fyour hon- 
ourable house to be dissolved—to call to his council men of 
tried wisdom, honour, industry, integrity, and patriotism; and 
to direct such measures to be taken ‘as may be necessary for 
the annual election of a new House of Commous upon the pr- 
ciples of universal suffrage and election by ballot, in order that 
such Elouse of Commons may really and effectually represent 
the interest of the whole people; and your memorialists, as in 
duty bound, will ever pray. 
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